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Whole Class Objectives 

• Children develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing 
• Children to be exposed to an age appropriate vocabulary through the books that 

they read 
• Children are taught to write narratives about personal experiences and those of 

others (real and fictional) 
• Children are taught to write about real events 
• Children are taught to write poetry 
• Children are taught to write for a range or real purposes and audiences, fiction, 

recount, persuasive and  information writing 
• Children will have sufficient knowledge of spelling in order to use dictionaries 

efficiently by using the first two or three letters of a word 
• Children can plan or say out loud what they are going to write about 
• Before writing children can discuss writing similar to that which they are Planning 

to write in order to understand and learn from its structure., vocabulary and 
grammar(in-line with our English Writing Journey) 

• Children have the opportunity to plan their writing by discussing and recording 
their ideas 

• Children evaluate and edit  by assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ 
writing an suggesting improvements 

• Children can think aloud to explore and collect ideas, draft and re-read to check 
their meaning is clear including doing so as the writing develops 

• Children can read aloud their own writing to a group or whole class using 
appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is 
clear 

• Children will have the opportunity to learn about some of the differences between 
standard English and non-standard English and begin to apply what they have 
learning eg in writing dialogue 

Year 4 Emerging 
 

Spelling(Transcription) 1. I can spell some words using the year 4 spelling rules including 
some of the words that are often misspelt  

2. I can spell some of the homophones from the year 4 list 
3. I can spell some of the prefixes and suffixes from the year 4 

spelling list 
4. I can spell some common exception words  
5. I can write from memory simple dictated sentences that include 

words and punctuation taught so far 
Handwriting 6. I can use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to 

join letters and understand which letters when adjacent to one 
another are best left un-joined 

7. I increase the legibility, consistency and quality of my handwriting 
(See pg 38 of English National Curriculum for further guidance) 

Composition 8. I can make simple additions, revisions and proof reading 
corrections to my own writing(relevant to year group 
expectations) 

9. I can organise paragraphs accurately  
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10. I can use simple organisational devices in non-fiction texts eg sub-

headings 
11. I can use an increasing range of sentence structures eg fronted 

adverbials  
12. I can write narratives that include settings, character and plot and 

there is cohesion to my story 
Vocabulary, Grammar 
and Punctuation 

13. I can use an apostrophe for singular and plural possession some 
of the time 

14. I can use coordinating conjunctions to join two clauses(and but or 
so for ) 

15. I can use a wider range of synonyms for said  and adverbs 
16. I can punctuate direct speech accurately 
17. I can use a wider range of synonyms for said  and adverbs 
18. I can use subordinating conjunctions to join a main and 

subordinate clause (when if that because although after even 
though, whereas, before, whilst) 

19. I can use a comma after a fronted adverbial  
20. I can use present and past tense correctly and consistently  

including irregular verbs 
21. I can use a wider range of nouns and noun phrases appropriately 

for clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition  
22. I am beginning to use prepositional phrases to add detail to my 

sentences 
 

Year 4 Developing 
 

Spelling(Transcription) 1. I can spell many words using the year 4 spelling rules including 
many of the words that are often misspelt 

2. I can spell many of the homophones from the year 4 list 
3. I can spell some common exception words  
4. I can spell most of the prefixes and suffixes from the year 4 

spelling list 
5. I can spell many common exception words  
6. I can write from memory simple dictated sentences that include 

words and punctuation taught so far 
Handwriting 7. I can use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to 

join letters and understand which letters when adjacent to one 
another are best left un-joined 

8. I increase the legibility, consistency and quality of my handwriting 
(See pg 38 of English National Curriculum for further guidance) 

Composition 9. I can make simple additions, revisions and proof reading 
corrections to my own writing(relevant to year group 
expectations) 

10. I can organise paragraphs accurately  
11. I can use organisational devices in non-fiction texts eg sub-

headings 
12. I can use an increasing range of sentence structures eg fronted 

adverbials  
13. I can write narratives that include settings, character and plot and 

there is cohesion to my story 
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Vocabulary, Grammar 
and Punctuation 

14. I can mostly use an apostrophe for singular possession and for  
possession some of the time 

15. I can use coordinating conjunctions to join two clauses(and but or 
so for yet ) 

16. I can use subordinating conjunctions to join a main and 
subordinate clause (when if that because although after even 
though, whereas, before, whilst, just as, now that) 

17. I can use a comma after a fronted adverbial 
18. I can punctuate direct speech accurately 
19. I can use a wider range of synonyms for said  and adverbs 
20. I can use present and past tense correctly and consistently  

including irregular verbs 
21. I can use a wider range of nouns and noun phrases appropriately 

for clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition  
22. I can  use prepositional phrases to add detail to my sentences 

Year 4 Secure 
 

Spelling(Transcription) 1. I can spell most words using the year 4 spelling rules including 
most of the words that are often misspelt 

2. I can spell most year 4 common exception words  
3. I can spell most of the homophones from the year 4 list 
4. I can spell most of the prefixes and suffixes from the year 4 

spelling list 
5. I can spell some common exception words  
6. I can write from memory simple dictated sentences that include 

words and punctuation taught so far 
Handwriting 7. I can use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to 

join letters and understand which letters when adjacent to one 
another are best left un-joined 

8. I increase the legibility, consistency and quality of my handwriting 
(See pg 38 of English National Curriculum for further guidance) 

Composition 9. I can make simple additions, revisions and proof reading 
corrections to my own writing(relevant to year group 
expectations) 

10. I can organise paragraphs accurately  
11. I can use organisational devices in non-fiction texts eg sub-

headings 
12. I can use an increasing range of sentence structures eg fronted 

adverbials  
13. I can write narratives that include settings, character and plot and 

there is cohesion to my story 
Vocabulary, Grammar 
and Punctuation 

14.  I can mostly use an apostrophe for singular and plural possession 
15. I can use a rich and varied vocabulary   
16. I can use coordinating conjunctions to join two clauses(and but or 

so for nor ) 
17. I can punctuate direct speech accurately 
18. I can use a comma after a fronted adverbial 
19. I can use a wider range of synonyms for said  and adverbs 
20. I can use subordinating conjunctions to join a main and 

subordinate clause (when if that because although after even 
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though, whereas, before, whilst, just as, now that, as long as, as 
soon as 

21. I can use present and past tense correctly and consistently  
including irregular verbs 

22. I can use a wider range of nouns and noun phrases appropriately 
for clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition  

23. I can  use prepositional phrases to add detail to my sentences 
 

Year 4 Greater Depth 
 

 1. I can confidently use and apply all of the year 4 skills to my 
writing. 

2. I can use ambitious vocabulary inspired from the books that I 
read.  

3. I have developed my own writing style that I adapt depending on 
the purpose and audience. (flair)  

 
 


